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Southern Grand Chief
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UPDATE: AGRICULTURAL AND
FISHERIES FILES

SCO CHIEFS’ EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A scheduled meeting of the Manitoba Commercial
 Inland Fishers Federation Inc. (MCIFF) was held
 on  August 9, 2005 at the SCO Winnipeg Sub-Office

—Gladys Cochrane Boardroom. Residing over the meeting
was the Chair of the Interim Board, Sam Murdock, who
reported that the articles of incorporation have been filed
and approved and the By-Law completed and ratified. The
Manitoba Commercial Inland Fishers Federation Inc.
(MCIFF) entity is now legally incorporated and the By-
Law adopted on August 3, 2005. A copy of the By-Law and
an approved application form for membership was
distributed to participants.

INAC and the Province of Manitoba have made a
commitment to provide funding for the MCIFF.  A proposal
for resourcing has been submitted to INAC and a Statement
of Intent will also be developed and forwarded. A budget and
proposal will be provided to the province.

Chief Ian Bushie,
Hollow Water First Nation
Southeast Resource Development Council

Chief Ken Chalmers,
Birdtail Sioux First Nation
Dakota Ojibway Tribal Council

Chief David Crate,
Fisher River Cree Nation
Independent First Nations

Chief Norman Bone, Chair
Keeseekoowenin First Nation
West Region Tribal Council

Chief Emery Stagg,
Dauphin River First Nation
Interlake Reserves Tribal Council

During the August 9th meeting, the MCIFF agreed by
consensus to hold its first Annual Meeting on November
3 & 4, 2005 for elections. A conference planning committee
will deal with the agenda and election process. Further
information will be provided at a later date.

The First Nations Agriculture Working Group met on
July 20, 2005 to discuss priorities and a future direction
and structure for the group.

The immediate need for disaster relief was determined
to be the first priority. Livestock feed is scarce in many
areas because fields are under water.

The Working Group’s goals is to ensure long-term
sustainability of First Nation agriculture with disaster
relief, accessible programs for First Nation producers,
better pricing, and assertion of Treaty rights relating to
agriculture.

One of the governing committees of the Southern
Chiefs’ Organization is the Chiefs’ Executive
Committee (CEC). This committee consists of

one representative from each Southern Tribal Council
and one representative to represent all Southern
Independent First Nations who are not part of a Tribal
Council.

The CEC functions by quorum and elects a
Chairperson who presides over meetings and speaks or
acts on behalf of the CEC in accordance with the
direction of the quorum.

The CEC meets, at minimum, once every two months.
Any additional meetings must be called by a quorum of the
CEC in consultation with the Grand Chief.

Furthermore, the CEC is accountable to, reports to and
takes direction from the SCO Chiefs-in-Summit.

The CEC is responsible for the political agenda of SCO;
for directing, assisting and supporting the Southern Grand
Chief as the political representative of SCO and in advancing
the political agenda and strategy of the SCO; and, for
ensuring that all direction and resolutions adopted by the As

of August 2005, the CEC consists of: Chairperson Chief
Norman Bone (WRTC), Chief Emery Stagg (IRTC),
Chief Ian Bushie (SERDC), Chief David Crate
(Independents) and Chief Ken Chalmers (DOTC).

The CEC would like to thank
Chief Irvin McIvor, Sandy
Bay Ojibway First Nation, for
his years of political service
and dedication as the DOTC
representative from 2004-2005
on the CEC.

Meegwetch!

On August 3, 2005, I had the honour of participating in a sod-turning ceremony for
the Long Plain First Nation’s proposed First Nations Government Building. Here I
am thanking Elder Mrs. Grace Daniels for offering the prayer.
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