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Message from
SCO Grand Chief Chris Henderson

Boozhoo, Washtay, Tansi, Greetings!

WPG MAYOR COMMITS TO ‘CITIZEN-LED
POLICE COMMISSION’ IN 2007

On January 16, 2007, at
his  annual State of the
City address to the

Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce,
Winnipeg’s Mayor Sam Katz
announced his plans to create a
‘citizen-led Police Commission’
for the Winnipeg Police Service.

“I am happy to announce today
that I will work in the coming
months to create a citizen-led
Police Commission,” stated Mayor
Katz. “Its mandate will be simple;
enhance accountability of the
police force and prevent crime.”

In making this announcement,
Mayor Katz was clear that this
police commission “…will not
duplicate the work of the Law
Enforcement Review Agency.”

A police commission serves as a civilian “board of
directors” that oversees the operation of a police service.
Winnipeg is the only major city in Canada that does not
have some form of a civilian police commission to oversee
the WPS.

Police commissions
across Canada are made
up of City Councillors,
citizens appointed by
City Council and
citizens appointed by
the provincial
government. Among
some of the major
duties of a police
commission are:
personnel levels,
operating budgets,
performance reviews,
policy development,
hiring the Chief of
Police, and dealing with
citizen’s complaints.

“I want to applaud
Mayor Sam Katz in
making this formal announcement of creating this police
commission for the WPS,” said SCO Grand Chief Chris
Henderson. “The creation of this citizen-led body is long
overdue and we hope it will enhance greater transparency
and accountability within the rank and file of the Winnipeg
Police Service.”

Mayor Sam Katz

A police
commission
serves as a

civilian
“board of
directors”

that
oversees

the
operation of

a police
service.

I want to begin by congratulating the Long Plain First
 Nation on their recent announcement of constructing
 a 39 unit sub-division of homes on their reserve

land in the City of Portage la Praire.

I commend Chief Dennis Meeches, the Council
Members and the Arrowhead Development Corporation
on pursuing this unique ‘urban housing’ project for the
people of the Long Plain First Nation.

In other news, the nine (9) courts across Canada have
given their approval of the proposed Indian Residential
School settlement package. During the next six (6) months,
all residential school survivors will now have the
opportunity to review and decide if they want to “opt in”
or “opt out” of the settlement package. The Assembly of
First Nations describes the settlement package as “fair
and just” and is urging all survivors to accept this
agreement. I want to encourage all our survivors to carefully
review and consider this settlement, prior to making their
final decision in terms of “opting in or out”.

Meegwetch!

Congratulations
Congratulations to the new elected Chief
Francine Meeches in the community of
Swan Lake First Nation, Treaty No. 1.

Chief Dennis Meeches and Grand Chief Henderson during Press
Conference of the “urban housing” project.

While the exact duties of this citizen-led commission has
yet to be revealed as well as who will serve on this
commission, Grand Chief Henderson expressed concern at
Mayor Katz’s statement that this new body will not deal
with citizen complaints leveled against WPS officers.

“We are of the opinion
that the LERA process is
long and inefficient and
enables municipal police
officers to not be held
accountable for their
actions,” said Grand
Chief Henderson.
“Ideally, we see a police
commission having a role
to play in hearing citizen
complaints against police
officers and having the
ability to level
disciplinary actions
against those officers in
question.”

LERA is an independent, non-police agency,
established under the Manitoba Law Enforcement
Review Act in 1985, to investigate public

complaints about police.

 LERA deals only with complaints about municipal police
officer’s performance while on-duty. It does not investigate
criminal matters. LERA is staffed by a commissioner, an
administrative officer and professional investigators.
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Turtle Lodge Fundraiser 2007
Aboriginal Centre of Winnipeg

181 Higgins Avenue
Winnipeg, MB

Door Open at 5:00 p.m.
Banquet 5:30 p.m.

The Turtle Lodge is an Aboriginal place of learning, healing
and sharing for all Peoples.

Building of the Turtle Lodge main building is a visible symbol
and testament to the strength, capacity, resilience and survival
of the First Nations peoples.

In 2002, based a model that came through a vision, the original
“Turtle Lodge” was built in Sagkeeng First Nation, Mantioba.

Today, four (4) communities have initiated the construction
of Turtle Lodges:

• Pic Mobert First Nation, ON
• Pic River First Nation, ON
• Lake Manitoba First Nation, MB
• Sioux Valley Dakota Nation, MB

A Turtle Lodge
is a total

community-based
initiatve, —where
the autonomy of
each community

building a “Turtle
Lodge”

is respected.

All Proceeds raised will be shared among the
communities building “Turtle Lodges” and will
go towards the materials to build the lodges. All

the labour of construction will be by each
community’s volunteers, as a labour of love.

• Banquet
• Entertainment “Music and Comedy”
• Turtle Lodge Elder Teachings
• Traditional Drums
• Silent Auction
• Raffle and Prizes!

Come join us and
support the

construction of
Turtle Lodges

 Sunday, February 4, 2007

Telephone: (204) 756-3608  or  Email: turtlelodge@mts.net
Ticket Information:

 

The Turtle Lodge
Fundraiser 2007 features:

Visit:  www.theturtlelodge.com  for more information.

INDIAN AGRICULTURE COUNCIL OF MANITOBA
FORUM:   FEBRUARY 8 & 9, 2007

On February 8 & 9, 2007, the newly formed
Indian Agriculture Council of Manitoba

welcomes and encourages all Indian
Farmers and Producers to attend the Indian
Agriculture Forum.

This Forum will address issues and
concerns, cover presentations, consultations
with Agriculture Canada and INAC.

DATE: February 8 & 9, 2007

LOCATION:  Keeshkeemaquah
Conference and Gaming Centre

5008 Crescent Road W.
Long Plain First Nation,
Portage La Prairie, MB

TIME:  9:00 a.m - 4:00 p.m.

For further  information contact the
  Southern Chiefs’ Organization

Special Projects:
Tel:  (204) 946-1869       Fax: (204) 946-1871 or

TOLL Free: 1-866-876-9701
Visit the website:  www.scoinc.mb.ca

Mr. Darryl Bear, CHAIR, Peguis First Nation

Chief Ralph Beaulieu,  Ebb & Flow First Nation

Chief Murray Clearsky,  Waywayseecappo First Nation

Mr. Joe Missyabit,  Lake Manitoba First Nation

Mr. Herb Hudson,  Peguis First Nation

INDIAN AGRICULTURE COUNCIL OF
MANITOBA

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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