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Message from
SCO Grand Chief Chris Henderson

SCO Grand Chief Henderson and Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, Grand Chief Ron Evans.

Booshoo! Aniin! Tansi! Washte! Greetings!

want to begin by thanking our Chiefs, Elders, Council
Members, Women and Youth for their strong attendance
and participation at our Emergency Treaty Gathering on
April 10,2007, in Winnipeg.

This gathering was convened with the idea of giving our people
the opportunity to speak and share their views on our Treaties
and what they think of the proposed National Day of Action,
scheduled for June 29, 2007.

As some of you may be aware, as part of the National Day of
Action, some First Nations will be erecting blockades on major
railway lines within, or near, First Nation reserved lands. While
some Chiefs and Elders do not support this type of particular
action, the consensus is clear. Some form of direct action, whatever
it may be, on June 29, 2007, is required by all of our Indian
people across Indian country.

On Wednesday April 25, 2007, the Assembly of Manitoba
Chiefs will be holding a peaceful rally at the Manitoba Legislature
to show our disappointment to the Federal

Conservative Government’s lack of

substantial and meaningful action on

addressing the crippling poverty

afflicting our communities. I strongly
encourage all our people, for those that
are able to, to come out and show your
support on this day!
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SCO HOSTS EMERGENCY
TREATY GATHERING

Government and Chairperson of the
DOTC. “The reality however is that the
federal and provincial governments
receive far more benefits, literally
hundreds and hundreds of billions of
dollars from the resource sales from the
traditional territories of Treaties 1-11.
Immigrant Canadians get hundreds of
billions of dollars each year from the
sale of resources taken from our lands.”

Speaker after speaker at this Treaty
Gathering echoed the need for the
Federal Government, representing the
Crown, to honour and fulfill its duties
and responsibilities under the terms of
the Treaties signed between the

I-r: Chief Norman Bone, Keeseekoowenin Ojibway First Nation; Chief Morris Shannacappo, Rolling River
First Nation; Colin Mousseau; SCO Grand Chief and Veteran Melvin Swan during Opening Prayer.

t the request of the Dakota Ojibway Tribal

Council Chiefs on March 30, 2007, the

Southern Chiefs’ Organization (SCO) of

anitoba was asked to coordinate and host

an Emergency Treaty Gathering on April 10, 2007,in
the City of Winnipeg.

The purpose of this Emergency

Treaty Gathering? To begin

the planning and strategy

development leading up to

the proposed National

Day of Action, designated

for June 29, 2007, with a

focus on  resolving

outstanding Treaty business
and issues.

Close to 200 Indigenous peoples, which included
Chiefs, Elders, Council Members, women and youth,
gathered at the Victoria Inn in Winnipeg to offer their
views and opinions on the current political
environment in Canada and what should be done by
First Nations leaders and citizens.

Recently, the Federal Indian Affairs Minister Jim
Prentice had threatened to order forensic audits of
any native organizations that participate in any acts
of civil disobedience, including setting up railway
blockades. First Nation organizations like the
Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, the SCO and MKO
receive their core funding from the Federal Department
of Indian and Northern Affairs of Canada.

“Our national Assembly of First Nations and our
provincial organization, the AMC, and regional
political organizations are funded by the government
and vulnerable to cuts,” stated Chief Terrance Nelson
of the Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation

Indigenous peoples and the British
Crown. Specific provisions within the
Numbered Treaties obligates the Crown to provide land
reserved for the Indians (known as Treaty Land Entitlement)
as well as providing on-going support and assistance to
Indian farmers in the area of agriculture.

Last December at a Special Chiefs Assembly of the AFN
in Ottawa, a resolution called “Support for National Day
of Action” was adopted by the Chiefs Assembly. Within
the preamble text of this resolution, moved by Chief
Terrance Nelson, it states: “...the failure of Canada has
caused the Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation to call for
a 24 hour railway blockade (4:00 pm Tuesday, June 29,
2007, to 4 pm Wednesday, June 30, 2007) to reaffirm the
need for the Canadian Government to establish a reasonable
time-frame for settlement of Indigenous rights.”

l-r: Mr. Ron Lameman, International Treaty Council, receiving a gift of appreciation
from SCO Grand Chief Henderson.

66 The reality however is
that the federal and
provincial governments
receive far more
benefits, literally
hundreds and hundreds of
billions of dollars from
the resource sales from
the traditional territories

of Treaties 1-11.99
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NOTICE TO
ALL
MANITOBA

“LET'S MAKE OUR
PRESENCE KNOWN &
OUR VOICES HEARDY

Please join us for a peaceful demonstration to protest
the 2007 Federal Budget and the Conservative

Government’s dismissal of the Kelowna Accord.

WHERE:
Manitoba Legislature Building (on the front steps)
450 Broadway Avenue, Winnipeg, MB

WHEN:
Wednesday, April 25, 2007 — 11:00 a.m.

For more information: contact, Ms. Joanne Green,
ASSEMBLY OF MANITOBA CHIEFS

Telephone: (204) 956-0610
Cellular: (204) 791-4370
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