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SCO Grand Chief Chris Henderson
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“LIFT THE CAP! CLOSE THE GAP!”

Booshoo! Aniin! Tansi! Ho-Kota! Greetings!

Grand Chief Henderson during “Peaceful Rally” at MB Legislature on
April 25, 2007

Close to 300 First Nations leaders, Elders, women
and youth gathered at the steps of the Manitoba
Legislative Building in Winnipeg on Wednesday
April 25, 2007 to express their disappointment with the

Federal Budget 2007.

The rally was coordinated and organized by the Assembly of
Manitoba Chiefs, and supported by SCO and MKIO.

“We are here today to show our
disappointment with the
Conservative government’s second
federal budget, which has totally
disregarded our issues and concerns,”
stated AMC Grand Chief Ron Evans.
“As a result, we have come together
here today, along with our non-First
Nations partners and business
associates, to challenge all Canadians
to stand with us in calling upon the
Federal Government to immediately
address our challenges.”

The Chiefs that attended and participated in the rally included
Chief Dennis Meeches (Long Plain First Nation), Chief Donavon
Fontaine (Sagkeeng First Nation), Chief Harvey Nepinak (Skownan
First Nation), Chief Sheldon Kent (Black River First Nation),
Chief Terrance Nelson (Roseau River Anishinabe First Nation),
Chief BillyJo DeLaRonde (Pine Creek Anishinabe First Nation),
Chief Craig Cook, (Bloodvein First Nation), Chief Morris
Shannacappo (Rolling River First Nation), and Chief Glenn Hudson
(Peguis First Nation), among the many others.

“In 1996, the Federal Liberal government placed a 2% cap on
funding for core services for Status Indians living on-reserve,”
stated SCO Grand Chief Chris Henderson. “As a result, we have
seen our populations rapidly increase while seeing no
matching, or corresponding, increasing in funding for basic,
essential services for our First Nations citizens!”

According to the Assembly of First Nations, the First Nations
population is growing at a much faster rate than Canada as a
whole. More than half of First Nations peoples are under 23 years
old. Freezing their budgets at a 2 to 3% growth rate means that
First Nations governments can’t keep up with the demand of their
growing population, as well as inflation, aging and poorer health
and social status. INAC has found that on-reserve per capita
expenditures for basic services have declined by 6.4% since 1996-
1997. It estimates that catch-up funding to adjust existing
programs would total close to $1 billion, in addition to annual
budget increases of $500 million per year.

On April 4, 2007, the AMC was mandated by their Executive
Committee to, among other things, organize a rally at the Manitoba
Legislature inviting all business partners that do business with
First Nations to participate, as well as encouraging all First Nations
people to vote in the upcoming federal and provincial elections.

Manitoba’s Premier Gary Doer has called for a provincial
election on May 22, 2007.

On behalf of the Southern Chiefs’ Organization of
 Manitoba, I want to thank our Elders, Chiefs,
Council Members, veterans, women, youth and

the staff at AMC, SCO and MKIO for their strong support
and attendance at the Rally on April 25, 2007, in Winnipeg.
Giichi-Miigwech!

On Saturday May 5, 2007, the University of Manitoba
will once again be hosting its 18th Annual Traditional
Graduation Pow Wow at the U of M in Winnipeg to honour
the academic achievements of our First Nations post-
secondary students at the U of M and the University of
Winnipeg. On behalf of the Southern Chiefs of Manitoba,
I offer my congratulations to all of our graduates at this
year’s Grad Pow Wow!

As the Indigenous peoples of this land now known as
Canada, our ancestors have demonstrated uncanny abilities
to adapt, survive and flourish in their surrounding
environment. In today’s modern society, our peoples are
continuing to exhibit these same traits as they enter the
political, legal, education, business and trades industry.
Not only are our people adapting and surviving in this

modern economy, they are succeeding and
proving that we are as independent and
capable as our non-Indigenous brothers
and sisters!

Giichi-Miigwech!

South Wind

Respected Elders from Peguis First Nation show their support.



PM
_S

C
O

20
07

_6
1

“GET OUT & VOTE”
“ YOUR VOICE MATTERS! ”

IN THE 39TH

PROVINCIAL GENERAL ELECTION

TUESDAY MAY 22, 2007

“Let your voices be heard on
Election Day!”

        “Who can vote? You can vote if you:
·      Are a Canadian citizen
·      Are 18 years of age on or before election day
·      Have resided in Manitoba for at least 6 months immediately before Election Day.”

For more information:  Visit website: www.electionsmanitoba.ca  or Toll Free: 1-866-628-6837
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